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Sir PL... F ed 


AND 


The Army under his Command. 
As it was humbly tendered to the Right 


Honourable the Lords and Commons Al> 


ſembled in Parliament : As alſo to the Ho- 
nourable the Lord Mayor , Aldermen, 


and Common-Councell of the 
City of London. 


# Concerning the juſt and fundamentall Rights 
and Liberties of themſelves and the Kingdome : 
With ſome nu Pr an and Dehires. 

So Pine is the ils appointment = His Excellency 

Sir Thomas Fairfax, and Souldiery of the Army un- 
der his Command. 
St. Albons, June . Signed by me, 
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cored at London, for L. Chapman, ind] 
E, Blacklocke > 


A Declaration from his Excellency Sir Tho- 
mas Fairfax, and the Army under his 
Command , humbly tendered to the P a ke 
LIAMENT, concerning the juſt and fun- 
damentall Rights and Liberties of them- 
ſelves and the Kingdome, with ſome hum- 


ble propoſalls and defrres. 


-**: 2.” <R Hat we may be no longer the diſ-fatisfa- 


£7," 27) Gon of our friends, the ſubject of our 
© 2+ .:emies walice to worke jealofies and 
CST (59 11i{-repretentarions upon, and the ſut- 
£5 Fo 87? rition tft:ot aftonifhment of many in 


Gr amen ourlace or reſent tranſ=aonsamd 
-ondur urn fle, we fhall in 1] fanhfulnetle and 
earcael; Drofl tie,and declar2 untoyon thole thmps 
ki. hh. - of le vortracted and hindered our dif- 
', cicing. the preſent grievances which pottefle our 
{rnyent are yet vnremedied, with our defire as to 
he comvioeatferdeme:t of the liberties and peace of 
tho Kizdome, which 1s that blefſing of God then 
which nothing 1s more deare tous, or More Precious 
-n our thouchts, veraving hitherto thought all our 
- fort injoyments, whether of hte or livelihood, or 
AY | neareſt 
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neareſt relations, a BE... ſufficient to the pur- 
chaſe of ſo nich a bleſſing, that we, and all the "cn 
borne people of this Nation may fit downe in quiet 
under our Vines, and under the glorious admint- 
{tratxons of Juſtice and Righteouſnelle, and in full 
poſicſiion of thoſe fundamentall rights and liberties 
without which we can have little hopes as to hu- 
mane conliderations, to enjoy either any comforts of 
life, or ſo much as life i ſelfe, but at the pleaſures 
of men, ruling meerely according to will and 

wer. It cannot be unknowne what hath pafled 
betwixt the Parliament and the Army as to the ſer- 
vice of Ireland; by all which together with the 
like proceedings againſt the Army, in relation to 
their Petition and grievances, all men may: judge 
what hath hindered the Army from a ready ingage- 
ment 1n_that ſervice, and without further Account 
or Apology as to that particular, then what thoſe 
pallages and. proceedings themſelves already made 
publike doe atiord; we doe appeale to your ſelves, 
whether thoſe courſes to which the Parliament hach 


by the defignes and practice of ſome been drawne, 


. have rattonally tended ro induce a cheeretull and 


unanimous undertaking of the Army to that ſervice. 
or rather breake and pull the Army in peeces with 
diſcontents and diſhonour , anc to put ſuch dif- 
obligations and provocations upon 1t as might drive 
it into diſtemper , and indeed diſcourage both this 


Army and other Souldiers from any further engage- 


ment in the Parliaments ſervice : And we wiſh all 
men would with us upon the whole carriage ſeriouſly 
conlider, whether in the intentions of thoſe who 
have by falſe informations, and miſ-repreſentations 

put 


(3) 


put the Parhament upon ſuch wayes : The timely and et- 
tetuall reliefe of Ireland ſeemereally to have been inten-. 
ded, or rather ( with the breaking or disbanding of this 
Army ) todraw together or raiſe ſuch other Forces, and 
ofſuch a temper as might ſerve to ſome deſperate and de- 
ſtrucive deſignes 1n Exg/ard, which (beſides the probable 
ſuſpicions from rheir carriage of the buſineſle, we have 
before hand. in the tranſaction thereof, had more then 
hints of ſuch a deligne, by cleare expreſſions to that pur- 
poſe, from many of thoſe Officers of the Army, that 
have been perſwaded, and appeared moſt forward to in- 
oage for Ireland on the termes propoſed, And that ſuch 
a deſigne hath all along been driven, ſeemes now too 
evident by the prefent diſpoſing of thoſe Forces that 
have been ingaged for Trelazd) by the indeavour of ſome - 
togaine- a power from the Parliament, of ordering thoſe 
Forces for ſome Service in Exgland, and by the private 
liſtings of men for ſervice here, without any publique 
Authority of Parliament 3 And (all this) by the ſame per- 
ſons who have all along appeared moſt active and vio- 
lent in the late proceedings againlt the Army. 

As to the jult difcontents and diſ-ſatisfattion of the - 
Army, in relation to their grievances, and their none - 
complyance to the late Orders for Souldiers disbanding 
' by peece-meale, betore more full and equall ſatisfati-. 
on were given to the whole; We deſire you to looke 
back to the Papers already pubiſhed of the grievances 
themſelves, the Narrative of the Officers, and to the 
latter Papers from the Generall Councell of Warre at 
' Bury , and the late generall Rendezvouze neare New- - 
market ; and (we thiake your late reſuming the confide- 
ration of thoſe things (as toa further ſatisfaftion) doth - 
much juftifie the defires and proceedings of the Army in 
thoſe -paſt particulars hitherto. And though ( had we 


AZ | | (upon 
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(upon our firſt addrefles) 52M undonbled Rights and 
dnes) found a free and candid reception, with a juſt con- 
ſideration, and a reaſonable fatisfaQton, or at leaſt an in- 
gentons Anfwer theretn 5 We ſhould have been eaſily 
ſatisfiable to have abated or forborne much of our dues, 
and not to have inquired into, or conſidered (fo farre 
as we have) either the poſſibilities there are for more 
prefent tattsfaction of Arreares , or the credit of future 
ſecurities propofed ; yet fince upon thoſe former addre- 
fes, we have found ſuch hard dealmg (as in the faid Pa- 
pers Is ſer forth, and thoſe additionall (though Hither- 
_ tobut partiall {-isfa&tion) coming ſo hardly as they have, 
we finde no obheing reaſons in the leaſt, to decline or 
recede from what 1s our due, but rather {ill to adhere 
unto our defires of full and equal] fatistaction ma all rhe 
things mentroned in the aforeſaid Papers , not onely 
in behalte of our felves and the Army , but alſo of the 
whole Souldiery thorow out the Kin>dome, who have 
concurred, or ſhall concurre with us in the ſame d:fires, 
and to all our former defires. As Souldiers we cannot 
but adde this, wherein we finde our felves ſo neerly con- 
cerned in pornt of Juſtice and Reputation , that inor; 
care, and a ftricter courſe may be taken for good . ii; 
Articies. granted upon furrendors, according *:i> the i144 
mtent and meaning of them; as alſo for remeoy anc jo 
paration , incaſe of any breach (and this) wr hout th ote 
delaves which divers have found as prejudicta}i to them, 
or more then if they had been totally deric | +1: 
performance of them. Nor will it now (we hop: } iccnt 
ſtrange or unicaſonable to rationall and honeſt mcn3. iphc; 
confider the conſequence of our preſent caſe, and thei! os 
and the Kingdoms: as well as our future concernm ei jt 
point-of taght, freedome, peaceand ſafety, if from a d<cp: 
lence of the high con{tguence of our prefent caſe, both. t:” 


WS 


—_ - 
our ſclyes( in future) and all other people, we ſhall before 
Disbanding proceed in our owne and the Kingdoms behalte 
to propound, and ptrad tor ſome proviſion for otr and the 
Kingdoms ſatisfaction, and fncure ſecurity in relation to 
thole things, eipecially confidering that we were not a meere 
mercinary Army, hired to ſerve any Arbitrary power of 
ERate, but called forth and conjured by the ſeverall Decla- 
rations of Parliament, tor the defence of our owns and rhe 
peoples Rights and Liberties, and ſo we tooke up Armes in 
Judgement and conlcience to thoſe ends, and have ſo conti- 
nued them, and are reſolved according to your hrtt juſt de- 
fires in your Declarations, and ſuch principles as we have 
received from your frequent informations, and our owne 
common ſence concerning thoſe our fundamentall Rights 
and Liberties, to cffc& and vindicatethe juſt power and right | 
of this Kingdome in Parliaments for thoſe common ends . 
promiſed againft all Arbitrary power, violence and opprel- 
fion, and all particular parties or interefts whatſoever, rhe 
1aid Declarations ftill direting us to the equitable ſence of 
all Lawes and Conſtitutions, as diſpeniing with the very 
letters of the ſame, and being ſupreame to it, when the ſafe- 
(2nd preſervation of all is concerned, and affuring us that 
all authority 15 fundamentally ſcaled in the Office, and but 
miniſterially in the Perſons ; neither doe, or will cheſe our 
proceevings (as weare fully and in conſcience periwaded ) 
amount to any thing not warrantable before God and men, 
being thus farre much ſhort of the common proceedings 
in other Nations, te things of an higher nature then we 
have yet appeared to: and we cannot but be ſenfible of the 
great complplaints that have been made tous generally in 
the Kingdoms, from the people where we march, by P<cti- 
tion, and otherwiſe oft Arbitrarinefle ard injuſtice to 
their great and inſupportable oppresfions. | 
And truly ſuch Koedatia as have according both to. 
the Law of Nature and Nations, appeared to the yindication 
and defence of their juſt Rights and Liberties have procee- 
ded much higher, as our Brethren of Scotland, who in the 
firſt beginning of theſe late differences, affociated in Cove- 
_ nantfrom the very ſame Grounds and Principles, having go 
vitble forme cither of Parliament or King to a 
| | TNCEINg 
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them,& as they weretherein inftituted & protcAed by their 


own and this Kingdome allo, ſo we juſtly ſhall expeQ : o be. 

We need not mention the State of the Aether-Lunds, the 
Portugalls, and others, al praceoing upon the ſame Princi- 
ples of Right and Freedome, and accordingly the Parlia- 


ment hath Declared it no reſiſting of Majeltracy to fide 
with the juſt Principles, and Law of Nature and Nations, 


| being that Law wpon which we have asfilted you, and that 
the Souldiery may lawſully hold the hands ot that Generall 
who will turne his Cannon againft his Army on purpoſe to 
deſtroy them : the Seamea, the hands of that Pilot who wil- 
fully runs the Ship upon the rock (as our Brethren of Scor- 
{znd argued ) and ſuch were the proceedings ot our Anceſtors 
of famous memory, to the purchating ot tuch Rights and 
Liberties as they have enjoyed through the price of their 
| blood, and we both by that and the latter blood of our dea- 

reſt friends and fellow Souldiers, all che hazard of our owne 


doc lay claime unto. 

Nor is that ſupreme end (the glory of God ) wantirg in theſe caſes to fer 
price upen all ſuch proceedings of righteouſnefſe and juſlice, ir being one 
witneiſe of Go1 in theworld ro carry ona teſtimony againſt rhe tjuſtine and 
unrighreoufnetle of men, and againſt the miſcartiages of Governments, when 
corrupted or declining from their primirive and originall glory. 

1 hele things we mention burro compare proceedings, and to ſhew that 
we are ſo much rhe more juſtzfiable and warranable in what we do; by 
how much we come ſhort of that height and meaſure of proceedings, which 
the people in free Kingdames and Nations have formerly praftiſed. 

Now having thus farre cleared our way in this bufinetſe, we fhall pro- 
videro propound ſuch things as we do humbly defire for the ſerling and 
ſecuring of our owne and the Kingdomes peace and fafety, as followeth ; 

1. That che Houſes way be ſpeedily purged of ſuch Members, as for 
their Delinquency, or fer corruptiens or abuſe to the State, or undue elefi- 
en, ought not to fir there , whereof the late eleRion in Cornwall, Wales, 
and orher parts of rhe Kingdome afford roo many examples, to the greax 
prejudice of rhe peoples freedome, in the ſaid EleQions. 

' 2. Thar thoſe perſons who have inthe late unjuſt and high proceedings 
againſt the Arwy, appeared to have the will, the confidence, credir, and pe- 
wer, t0 abuſe the Parliament and the Army , and indanger the Kingdome in 


the carrying on ſuch things againſt us (while an Army) may be ſome way ſpee- 


dity; diabled from doing the like or worſe ro us (who d:sbanded and diſpearſt, 
and in the condition of private men ) or to orhet the free borne people of 
England, in the ſame condition with us: And that ( for that purpoſe) rhe 
ſame perſons may not continue in the ſame power (eſpecially) a3 our and the 


Kingdoms Iudges in the Higheſt Truſt, bur may be made igcapable thereof for 


furure. 
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And if it be queltzoned Rf, AM are, We FIVE not. it 
particularly to name them in this our Repreſentationt tayot, bt 
(hall very ſpecdily give m their ngnes, and before long (hallofig 
avhat we have to fay-againſt chem to your Commulſiorers : 
wherein we hope ſo tocarry our ſelves,as that the world ſhall ſee 
we aj at nothing of private revenge or animoſitics, but thar Jt 
ſtice may have a free courſe, and the Kirgdem be eaſed and ſors 
red, by diſinabling ſuch men at leaſt from places of Fudicature, 
who deſiring to advantage or fet up themſelves and rheir party 

ing general confuſion, have endeavored to put the Kingdom inro_ 
a new flame of War, then which nothing | is More abhorrent 
to: us, 

But becauſe neither the cutting of thele alone wa be fi: 
ficient to ſecure our own and the Kingdoms Right, Liberties and 
Safety, either for the preſent Age or poſterity : Nor would our 
peta of this (ingly be free from the ſcandal and appearance of 
FaRion or Dcalign onely to weaken one party (underthenotion 
of unjuſt or tyrannical) that we may advance another which may 
be imagined more our own) We therefore Declare, That indeed 
we cannot but wiſh that fuchmen, and fach onely might be pre- 

ferred to the great power and truſt of tke Commonwealth, as 
are approved at feaſt for Moral Righteouſneſs ; and of fach, we 
cannot bur in our wiſhes prefer thoſe that appear acted thereunto 
by a principle of Conſcience and Rehgionin them : And accord- 
y we do and ever ſhall bleſs God for thoſe many fach Wor- 
thies, who throngh his providence have been choſen into this 
| Parliament, and to ſuch mens endeavors under God) we ctmnot 
but attribute that Vindication in part of the peoples Rights and 
Liberties, and thoſe beginnings of a juſt Reformarion, which rhe 
firſt proceedings of this Parlament apprarcd to have driven ar 
. and tended to, thereh of -late obſtructed; pr rather diverted to 
other ends and intercits, by the previiling of other pettons of 
other principles and conditions. 
But ya wearelo far from de z OT CO omplying to fayean 
abGhrne-or Arbitriry ys ed For corinuaree, m 
arzy perſbns whatſoever, heat Gf oe fe ht befare to vbrainit) 
we catnot” wilki'66 have. tr iv in the perfons of any Whom' wc 
ew a confide- Ty Or AI moft of our own 


Opinions 
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| Opinions or Principles, or EE. we might have perſonal aſſi- - 
xance of, or intereſt in ; but we do and ſhall much rather wiſh, 
Fhat the Auchoricy of this Kingdom in Parliaments rightly con- : 
ſtiruted (char is) freely, equally and fucceiſively choſen, accord- 
ing to ics original intention, may ever ſtand and have its courſe. I 
And therefore we ſhall apply our deſires chiefly to: ſuch things, as þ 
(5y having Parliaments ſerled in ſuch a right conſtitution): may n 
Eve molt hopes of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs to low down q 
equally to all 1 that its ancient channel, without any Overtures | l 
ecading either co overthrow that foundation of Order and Go- [ 
vernment 1a this Kingdom, or to ingrols that power for perpe- | ,xy 
Cuity into the hands of any particular perſons or party whatlo- | «> 
ever ; and for that purpoſe, though as we have found it doubted t 
by many men (minding ſincerely the publique good, but not | b 
weighing fo fully all conſequences of things; it may, and is not p 
unlike to prove, That upon the ending of this Parliament, and the | 0 
EleRion of new, the conſtitution of ſucceeding: Parliaments (as | ti 
to the perſons elected) may prove for the worſe many ways ; yet | 
fince neither in the preſent purging of this Parliament, nor in the | _£$ 
EleHion of new, we cannot promiſe to our ſelves or to the King- | t 
dom an aifirance of Juſtice, or other poſitive good , from the d 
hands of men, but thoſe who for preſent appear moſt righteous \ | 
and mo{t for common good (having an unliniited power fixed in | wn 
them during life or pleaſure) im time may become corrupt, or | in 
ſetthke into parties or Factions ; or on the other ſide, in the caſe | «<; 
of new EleRtions, thoſe that ſhould ſo ſucceed may prove as bad | 
or worſe then the former :. We therefore humbly conceive, That | «< 
(of two inconveniences the leſs being to be choſen) the main eh 
rhings to be intended in this caſe (and beyond which humane | «1 
providence cannot reach, as to: any aſlurance of poſitive good) | 
ſeems. to be this; viz. To provide, that however nnzuſt or cor- I W 
rupt the perſons of Parliament-men in preſent or future may K; 
prove, or whatever ill they may do to particular parties, or to to 
the whole in particular things, during their reſpective terms or | 
periods, yer they ſhall not. have the temptation. or advantage of | {< 
an unlimited power fixt in them during their own pleaſures, we 
whereby to perpetuate Injuſtice and Oppeefſion upon any with- _ 
out end or remedy, or to adyance and uphold any one-particular ac) 
Party, 


1 - 
Party, Faction or Intereſt 9 to the oppreſſion or pre- 
judice of the Community, and the inſlaving of the Kingdom unto © @© 
all poſterity ; but thar cheſe people may have an equal hope or : 
poſlivility (if they have made an ill choice at one time to amend 
tf ia another) and themſelves may be in a capacity to taſte of Sub- 
jon aſwel as Rule, and-may ſo be inclined to-conſider of other 
mens caſes, as what may come to be their own. This we ſpeak 
as in relation tothe Houſe of Commons, as bcing intruſted on 
the peoples behalf for their intereſt in thar great and Supreme 
power cf the Commonwealth, (viz. The Legitlative power, 
, with the power of final Judgement) which being inits 0wn na- | 
| ture io Arvitrary, and in a mancr unlimired (unleſs in point of 
time} is moſt untit and dangerons, as to the peoples intereſt, to 
be fixt 1a the perſons of the ſame men during life or their own 
pleaſure ; neither by the original confarution of this State was it 
or o1ght it to continue fo, nor do's it where ever it 15 and con- 
tinue ſo, render that State any better then a meer Tyranny, or 
the people ſubjected to it any berrer then Vaſſals; bur in all 
States where chere is any face of common Freedom, and par- 
ticularly in this State of ENGLAND, as is molt evi- 
dent both by many Poſitive Laws (and Ancient conſtant Cu- 
itoms) the People have a Right to new and ſicceTive Eleaions 
unto thai great and Supreme Truſt, at certain periods of time, 
which 1s to Eflcntial and Fandamental to their Freedom, as it 
cannot or 0:ghr not to be dei.icd them or withheld from therr, 
and without which the Houſe of Commons ts of very little con- 
cernment to the Intercſt of the Commons of Fngland: Yet in 
this we would not be mifinderitood, in the leaſt ro blame thofe 
Worthics of both Houſes, whoſe zeal co vindicarc the Liderties 
of this Nation, did procure that Act for continuance of this Par- 
lament, whereby it was ſecured from being diſſolved at the 
Kings pleaſure, asformer Parlizaments have been, and reduced 
to fuch a certzy.ty as might enable them the better co affert 
ard vindicate the Livertics of this Nation , urmediately before 
fo highly invaded, and then alſo fo much indangered ;. and theſe 
we take to be the principal ends and grounds for which in that 
exigency of tine and attairs it was promiied, and to which we 
acknowledge it hath happily Leen made uſe cf : But we cannot 
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_ thick it wasby thoſe Wotthies intended, or ought tobe made 
uſe of, to the perpetuating of that Supreme Traft and Power in 
the perſons of any during. their own pleaſures, or to the de- 
barring of the People from their right of EleRions totally new, 
hen thoſe Dangers or Exigencies were paſt, and the Afﬀairs 
and Safety of the Comtnon-wealth would admit of ſuch a 
change. 
— Having thus cleared our Grounds and Intentions, as we hope, 
from all ſcruples or miſunderſtandings ; in what follows we 
ſhall proceed furthet to propoſe, what we humbly deſire for the | 
ſetling and ſecuring of our own and the Kingdoms Rivhts ans | 
Liberties (through the bleffing of God to Poſterity) and there- 
tore, upon all the grounds premiſed , we further humbly defire 
as tolloweth: 
3: Thar ſome determinate period of time may be ſet, for 
the continuance of this and future: Parliaments, beyond which 
nohe ſhall continue, and upon which new Writs may of courſe 
Hae out, and nei EleAions fucceftively take place, according to 
the intent of the Bill for Triennial Parhaments. 
And herein we Would not be miſunderitood , to deſire a pre- 
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| 
{ent or ſadden difiolution of this Parliament, bur onely (as is ex- | 
preſfed before) That ſome certain period may be ft for the de- |! | 
cermining of it, ioas it may not remain (as now) continuai-Je 
forever, or duripg the pteafure of the prefent Members: And | ; 
we ſhould defire, That the pertod to be now fet for ending this | ! 
Parjjament, may be ſuch as may vive ſutticitent time for proviſion l 
of vx hat is wantinc, and neceffary to be paſſed in prin of Juſt f 
Reformation, and for farcher ſecuring the Rights, Liverties, and | ] 
ſerling the Peuce of the Kingdom ; In order ro which we farther | 
humbly offer: 1 t 
4. Thar ſecure proviſion may be made for the conmmmunce of | | 
fature Prrliaments, fo as they may not be adjournable or dif- | q 
ſolvable at the Kings pleaſure, or any other ways, then by their 
own conſent, during their reſpective periods, but at thoſe periods | a 
\cach Parliament to determine of courſe, as before : This we de- | b 
firemay be now provided for (if 1t may be) ſo as to prit it out | As 
of all diſpute for future, though wethink of rtzht it onght not ( 
to have been otherwiſe beforc. oy 
Anu | 


And thus a firm a} Ge {aid in the a and' 
Conſtitution of Parhament, for the hopos at leaſt of Comman 
and Equal Right and Freedom to our ſelves, and all the Free» 
born People of this Land ; We ſhall for our parts freely and 
cheerfully commit our ſtock or ſhare of Intereſt in this Kingdom 
into this common Bottom of Parliaments ; and though it may 
(for our particulars) go ill with us in one Voyage, yet we tha!l 
thus hope (if r-ght be with us) to fare better 1n another : Theſe 
things we delire may be provided for by Bill or Ordinance of 
Parliament,to which the Roysl Aﬀent may be deſired ; and when 
His Majeſty in theſe things, and what elſe thall be propoſed by 
the Parliament, neceſſary for ſearing the Rights and Liberties of 
the People, and for ſerling the Militia and Peace of the Kingdom, 
ſhall have given his Concurrence, to pat them paſt all diſpate ; 
ky ſhall then deſire, That the Rights of His Majeſty and His 

Poſterity may be conſidered of, and ſetled in al | chings, ſo far as 

may con{ilt with the Right and Freedom of the Subject, nd 

with the ſecurity of the ſame for future. 

5. Wedelire, That the Rights and Freedom of the Peonle to 
repreſent, by way of humble Petition to the Parhament, their 
Crlevances i in ſuch things as cannot otherwiie be remedied ! then 
by Parliament, may be cleared and vinaicated : Fhat all ſach 
Grievances of the People may be freely recaied and admitted 
into conſideration, and put imo an equitable and {peedy way to 
be heard, examined and redrefled (i they appear rea} And that 

ww fich hings for which men have remedy by Lixr, rhey may 
be freely feft to the benefit of Law, and the rcoudated courſe of 
Jultice, withour interruption or Ci ek From the Parliament, ck 
cept in cue of things done upon the Exigcncy of War, or ir 
the ſervice and benefit of rhe Parliament and Kingdom , I re- 
lation to the War, or otherwwuſe, in due purſtance and exccution 
of Ordinances or Orders of Parkament. 

More particularly under this Head we cannot but deitre, That 
allſuach asare impriſoned for any pretended Miſdememor, may 
be pur into a ſpeedy way for a jult Hearing and Twyal, and fach 
as ſhall pea to have been imjultly and unduly envpriened, "may 
(with thetr liberties) have fome reatonable [CPATAZION, according 
ro their {wfterings, and the demcertt of thur opprefiors, 
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or hinder the ſetJement thereof, and to have the Independent 
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6. That the large Powers Fg. to Commuttees or Deputy 
Licutenants, during the late times of War and DiltraRion, may 
be ſpecdily taken inco conſideration, That ſuch of thoſe Powers 
as appear not neceſſary to be continued, may be taken away, and 
ſach of them as are neceſſary, be put into a regulated way , and 
left to as little Arbitraryncls as the nature and necellity of the 
things wherein they arc converſant will bear. 

72. We could with chat the Kingdom might both be righted, 
and publikely Grished in putar of Acccmpts for the vaſt ſums 
that have been levied and pad, as alſo in divers other things 
wherein the Commonwealth may be conceived to have been 
wronged or abuſed ; But weare loath to prels any thing that. 
may tend to lengthen out further diſpntes or contc{tations,but ra- 
ther ſuch as may tend to a ſpeedy and general compoſure and qui- 
etins of mens mindes in order to Peace : For which parpole we 


further propoſe, | 


e {hat (publique Juſtice being firlt ſatished by ſome few cx- 
ainples ro Poſterity, out of the worlt of excepted perſons and 
other Delinquents having palt their compoſitions) ſome courſe 
may be taken (by an A of Orlivion or otherwilc) whereby 
the ſeeds of Future War or Fewds, either. ro the pretent age or 
poſteriry may the better be taken away, by caſing that ſence of 
pretent, and ſatisfying thoſe frars of future ruine or undoing 
to p-rions or families, v-hich may drive men into any deſperate 
w.1s tor ſefF-preſervation or remedy ; and by raking away the 
Pri: .:e remembrances and d:{tintions of partics, as far asmay 


ſtand wich fafety to the Rights ard Li. erties we have hicherta. 


fouzar for. 

There ate beiides theſe; many particular things which we could 
with to be done, arid ſome to be undone, all in order {ti!] ro the 
ſame ends of Common Ri. hr, Freedom, Peace and Safety : but 
theſe propofkls aforegotag preſent, being the principal things 
we homom aid in. (upon, ve thall (as wehave 1aid before, for 


- ur pars) acquilce for other particulars co the Wiſdom and 


J:iKice 01, Parhiament. | 
And whereas it hath Þccn ſuggeſted or ſuſpected, That 1n our 
lace or pre{ene proce«iings,our deſign ts to overthrow Presbytery, 
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Government ſet up, we do (3) diſclaim and difavow any 
ſuch de. gn : we only defire, That according to the Declaration 
(promiſing a provtion for tender Conſciences) there may ſome 
effeAual courſe be taken accordiog to the intent thereof, and that 
ſ\uch, who upon conſcientious grounds may differ from the elta- 


| bliſhed Forms, may not for that be devarred from the common 


Rights, Libercies or Beneats belonging cqually to all, as men and 
members of the Commonwealth, while they live ſoberly , ho- 
neltly, and inoffenſively cowards others, and peaccably and faith- 


| fully rowards the State. 


Wee have thus frecly and clearly declared the depth and 
bottoms of our hearts & deires, in. order to the Rights, Live. ries, 
and Peace of the Kingdom ; wherein we appeal to all men, vwhc- 
ther we ſeek any thing of advantage to our ſelves, or any parti- 
cular party what ever,to the prejudice of the whole ; and whether 
the things we with and (eck, do not equally concern and conduce 
ro the good of all in common, with our felves: According te 
the ſincerity of our deſires and intentions, wherein (as wc have 
already found the concurrent ſence of the people in divers Coun- 
ties, by their Petitions to the General, expreiling their deep re- 


ſentment of theſe things, and preſſing us to ſtand for the intereſt 


of the Kingdom therein, ſo) we ſhall wiſh and cxpett to finde 
the unanimous concurrence of all others, who are equally concern- 
ed with us in theſe things, and. wiſh well to the Publique. 


And fo (truſting in the mercy and goodneſs of God, to paſs 
by and help any failings or infirmities of ours, in the carriage or 


proceedings hereupon ) we ſhall humbly caſt our ſelves and the 
buſineſs upon his good pleaſure, depending only on his preſence 
and bleſſing for an happy iflue, to the Peace and good of this poor 


Kingdom : In the accomplithment whereof, we defire and hope, 


That God will make you bleſſed inſtruments. 


By the appointment of his Excellency. Sir Tho: Fairfax, and 
Soldiers 'of the Army unaer his Command. 


S. Albans, June 14. | Signed by me 
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